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4Location tracking. So what?
5Children’s Right to Privacy
Article 3
BEST INTEREST OF THE CHILD
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Article 4 GDPR – location is personal data
Article 9 GDPR – processing of special categories of personal data
(e.g. political opinions, religious or philosophical beliefs)
Recital 38 GDPR
Children merit specific protection with regard to their personal data
Less aware of the risks, consequences, safeguards, rights 
Particular protection in cases of marketing or profiling
No parental consent in the context of preventive or counselling services
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Requirements for operators of online services 
directed at children under 13 years
Requirements for operators that have actual knowledge that they 
are collecting personal information online from a child under 13 years
Younger than 13 years: verifiable parental consent needed
Comparison: US COPPA 1998
Personal information under COPPA
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COPPA enforcement by FTC
13
Food for thought
(Geo)location – turned off?
Special protection from 
commercial, 
governmental 
and parental tracking? • Lawfulness, fairness and transparency
• Purpose limitation principle
• Data minimization
• Data accuracy
• Storage limitation
• Data integrity and confidentiality
Article 5. Principles relating to data processing
BEST INTEREST OF THE CHILD
Prof. dr. Eva Lievens 
Assistant Professor in Law & Technology 
e.lievens@ugent.be 
